
GOOD AFTERNOON CHAIRMAN & MEMBERS 

 

I am here to represent Mr & Mrs Phillips, who own Tournerbury Farm, 

the farm cottages and the golf centre.  Their concerns are unique to 

them and are not the same as some of the other objections to this 

application. 

 

Firstly, my clients fully support the recommendation by Officers, namely 

that planning permission should be refused.  Their fundamental 

concern is the requirement for access to be provided to the Estate via 

their Farmyard and the access track beyond, part of which is also 

within their ownership 

 

Mr Snell submitted a prior notification application in 2012 and a later 

application in 2017 for an alternative track which would bypass the 

Farmyard.  Both applications acknowledged the health and safety, 

animal welfare and security concerns of using the existing route 

through the Farmyard.  The covering letter to the 2017 application 

specifically mentioned a wish to improve access to activities within the 

Tournerbury Estate, whilst ensuring that the farming activities, 

husbandry, safety and security at Tournerbury Farm remain 

unencumbered.  What has changed? 

 

Ms McMurray’s Officer’s Report accompanying the 2017 planning 

permission for an alternative access track to the Estate acknowledged 

that the current route through the farm was causing an issue with the 

ongoing operations within the farm itself by way of additional traffic 
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passing through.  It also went on to say that the new track would be 

beneficial for the ongoing operation of the farm. 

 

The number of events at the Estate has increased since 2017 (Covid-

19 pandemic aside) and the problems have only escalated. 

 

The 2017 planning permission for the alternative vehicular access track 

has been implemented by my clients and it is under construction.  A 

current planning application with the Council seeks to divert the access 

track in the south-eastern corner and includes other minor alterations 

to the planning permission.  My clients remain hopeful that should 

planning permission be granted for the proposed alterations and the 

works are completed later this year, that Mr Snell (and his customers) 

will use this alternative route to access the Estate.   

 

Mr Weaver’s Report before you now recognises that: “it is not 

considered appropriate for the wedding and events venue to rely on the 

current route through the farmyard, bringing as it does the risks of 

noise and disturbance in residential amenity terms, and the risk of 

conflict between visitor movements and the safe and satisfactory 

functioning of the farmyard.”  Mr & Mrs Phillips share these concerns.    

 

Visitor movements and activities along the track are considered likely 

to give rise to an unacceptable level of noise and disturbance to 

occupiers of the Farm, as well as prejudicing the safe and satisfactory 

operation of the Farm for workers and visitors to the wedding/events 

venue alike. 

 



Specific issues of concern include noise and disturbance late at night 

by visitors and traffic going to/from the Estate; the lack of security, 

occasional antisocial behaviour, taxis waiting in the Farmyard, vehicle 

headlights late at night towards the Farmhouse; the narrowness of the 

track and lack of opportunities for vehicles to pass; the close proximity 

of water bodies and lack of forward visibility; and the conflict of vehicles 

passing through the Farmyard with livestock, farm vehicles and 

workers. 

 

The recent work carried out to the track in the last few days by the 

applicant to improve the surfacing by laying plainings has only resulted 

in increased vehicle speeds from users attending the most recent 

events at the Estate.  The improvement to the surfacing of the private 

track has not addressed the narrowness of the route nor the lack of 

opportunities for vehicles to pass. 

 

The applicant is grateful for the Council’s recommendation that the 

application be refused planning permission with an acknowledgement 

of the harm that is currently being caused (and will continue to be 

caused) to my clients’ use of their land whilst traffic continues to pass 

through the Farmyard to access the Estate. 

 

Finally, should Members decide to approve this application 

notwithstanding the recommendation of Officers, my clients would 

expect to see a cap on the number of events which could take place 

each year, with such a restriction to be dealt with by the imposition of a 

planning condition to any planning permission. 

 



We hope that you concur with the recommendation of your Officers and 

refuse this application. 

 

Thank you for your time! 


